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ACTS AMENDMENT (CARBON RIGHTS AND TREE PLANTATION AGREEMENTS) BILL 2002 
Second Reading - Cognate Debate 

Resumed from 20 March. 

HON ROBYN McSWEENEY (South West) [4.24 pm]:  I am pleased to continue my second reading 
comments, which in my opinion were rudely interrupted at the last sitting of the House. 

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (Hon George Cash):  The bad news is that they are about to be interrupted again!   

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY:  Yes, but not so rudely!   

Western Australia is an ideal zone for plantation carbon investment.  Political stability and the extensive nature 
of land use and reforestation expertise offer a low cost, low risk option for sequestering carbon.  More 
importantly, landowners have acknowledged the need for reforestation to allow sustainable farming.  Carbon 
sequestration projects worldwide are found in seven countries in Africa, in Indonesia and Malaysia, and in 
Russia and Vietnam.  In Australia they are found in plantation timber forest investment funds, the West 
Australian Petroleum Pty Ltd project, the Tamar Tree Farms project and the Lake Toolibin catchment, and in 
restoring rangelands in Western Australia, carbon sequestration in low rainfall areas and the measurement of 
plantations of trees in Victoria.  In Europe they are found in the Czech Republic, Scotland and the Netherlands.  
In Latin America they are found in Argentina, Belize, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Mexico, 
Panama, Paraguay and Peru.  In North America they are found in Canada in the Saskatchewan soil enhancement 
project, and in the United States of America in reforestation in east Washington and about 10 or 12 other 
projects.  In the United States total carbon sequestration and fossil fuel offset is estimated to be 154 million 
metric tonnes of carbon per year, or 133 per cent of total emissions of greenhouse gases by agricultural and 
forestry activities.   

The Carbon Rights Bill will allow for registration of a carbon right with the Department of Land Administration.  
The registration of that carbon right will thereby create an interest in land, and that interest can then be dealt with 
by sale, lease or otherwise.  The Bill lays out the bureaucratic process involved in creating a registration of a 
carbon right and/or associated dealings.  The Tree Plantation Agreements Bill applies to both state forest and 
private land on which plantations might be established.  The Bill allows for agreement to be struck with the 
owner or lessee of the land so that a plantation can be grown.  The plantation or other greenhouse gas-trapping 
activity must have occurred no earlier than 1990.  The Tree Plantation Agreements Bill therefore allows a 
plantation or other activity to be registered, and dealings can then be undertaken.  The Acts Amendment (Carbon 
Rights and Tree Plantation Agreements) Bill seeks to amend four separate pieces of legislation: the Land 
Administration Act 1997, the Soil and Land Conservation Act 1945, the Stamp Act 1921 and the Transfer of 
Land Act 1893.  The amendment to the Land Administration Act essentially allows the minister to be registered 
as the owner of carbon rights upon crown land.  The potential for the Crown to benefit from this legislation via 
the minister, who will be the registered owner of those carbon rights, could be huge.  The amendments to the 
Soil and Land Conservation Act will allow harvesting of plantations.  The definition of trees that can be cut 
down currently includes the words “(not naturally occurring)”.  However, I notice that in the other place the 
Government has accepted that those three words need to be removed.  The amendment to the Stamp Act will 
protect the Department of Conservation and Land Management.   

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders.  

[Continued on page 5780.] 
 


